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lawsuit was sentenced by the court and Diego won the case. However[] according to other historical 
records[] the truth of Diego' s migration from China to Spain may not be as simple as the lawsuit 
indicated. This case clearly reflects the painful experience of the Chinese drifting from the east to the 
west in the process of early modern globalization. On the other hand[] it demonstrates that the Chinese 
showed their excellent qualities of decent living[] hardworking[] and loving of their motherland since the 
first day they landed on Western Europe. These constitute the common genes of overseas Chinese around the 


world. The oversea Chinese[] having endured many tribulations[]still lead a vibrant and energetic life. 


Shi Fang[] Voltaire and the Enlightenment in the Police’ s Journal 

At the height of the Enlightenment in France[] Voltaire was the main object of surveillance by 
Joseph d’ Hémery[] a police officer who was in charge of the inspection on the book trade. In d?’ Hémery’ 
s journal[] Voltaire was frequently mentioned. The anecdotes appearing in the journal[] which were 
provided by Fréron[] editor-in-chief of the anti-philosophique mouthpiece L’ Année littéraire[] depicted 
Voltaire as impudent[] dishonorable[] and conceited. On the contrary[] d' Hémery mainly appreciated and 
respected Voltaire’ s talent with open-minded and moderate attitude[] although he regarded Voltaire as 
"mauvais sujet". The suspicious books recorded in his journal further revealed that d' Hémery observed 
almost all the philosophes[] their works and the related conflicts of their ideas[] but did not recognize the 
Enlightenment. It was the anti-philosophes|] such as Fréron[] who considered the philosophes a monolithic 
group and fiercely debated with the “Enlightenment” [] a movement of ideas which was conceived by 
themselves. The difference between d' Hémery and the anti-philosophes indicates the complicated 


relationship among the Enlightenment[] the Counter-Enlightenment and the contemporary authorities. 


Zhang Xushan[] Chinese Knowledge of the Greco-Roman World т Myth of Xi Wangmu during the 
Period from the Han to Tang Dynasties 

The myth of Xi Wangmu ( Queen mother of the West) contained the religious belief and the 
geographical information of the ancient Chinese. Interweaving with the belief of Xi Wangmu[] the 
information referring to the world outside ancient China substantially reflected the geographical ideas 


held by ancient Chinese in their world. They believed that the fabulous kingdom of Xi Wangmu was a 


far-away western state[] represented the western extremity of ecumene (i. e. the inhabited world). 
When the great explorer[] Zhang Qian[] reached Central Asia in 128 BC on his mission and learned 
some hearsay news about the far-western country of Tiao-zhi[] he related Xi Wangmu to that information 
and assumed that the mythological kingdom located in Tiao-zhi. However[] other Chinese explorers in 
later time supposed the mythological kingdom located in a new country[] Ta-ehin[] when they learned 
that Ta-chin was located to the far west of Tiao-zhi. Accordingly[] the location of Xi Wangmu was fixed 
westwards further. In the Tang Dynasty[] Xi Wangmu lost its geographical vitality in Chinese minds[] 
although the Nestorian Christians travelling to China adopted the old mythological sources to describe 
their native land ( Syria) for the purpose of mission. The myth of Xi Wangmu was originated from East 
China and was spread westwards due to the enlargement of Chinese geographical horizon[] instead of 


simply borrowing the existing myth from the outside world. 


Pang Naiming[] The Real and Imagined Ta-ehin: Ancient Chinese Perception of the Roman 
Empire 

The direct representation of Ta-chin' s image in ancient Chinese mind was formed firstly in the 
Han dynasty and reached to its peak during the Wei and Jin dynasties. Compared with the actual 
situation of the Roman Empire[] the image of Ta-ehin built by Chinese on the basis of knowledge 
obtained from the second-hand material and other means was a western empire of might and power[] an 
empire which was magnificent and rich[] peaceful and tranquil[] the people of which looked like 
Chinese. This empire was nearly a fairyland with fragrance[] it was a representation of the illusions 
which ancient Chinese attached to the whole western world. In terms of the mechanism of image 
formation[] the formation and evolution of the image of Ta-chin were not only constrained by the external 
conceptions in China since the pre-Qin period[] but also were affected by the history and reality of the 
Roman Empire[] the cultural exchanges and interaction between China and the West[] and the countries 
along the Silk Road which conveyed the information regarding the Roman Empire intermediately. As 
the mirror image of the ‘other’ in ancient Chinese culture[] the image of Ta-chin showed a picture of 
the illusions of Roman civilization created by ancient Chinese[] from which we can catch a glimpse of 


the external conceptions and the social spirits of the Han and Jin dynasties. 


